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Research: 

Prof. Dr. Leemans’ early studies at Uppsala University (Sweden) emphasized the successional 

dynamics and structure of boreal forests. His subsequent research position at the Biosphere 

Project of the International Institute of Applied System Analyses (IIASA, Austria) focused on 

boreal forest models. Since then his research has excelled into modeling global land-cover 



patterns and land-use change. His main research interests concern biodiversity, vegetation 

structure and dynamics, land-use and cover change, biogeochemical cycles, biodiversity, 

ecosystem services and sustainable development.Prof. Dr. Leemans has published many papers 

on a wide range of topics. These include forest dynamics, large-scale vegetation and crop 

distribution, global environmental databases, terrestrial C cycle and the importance of feedback 

processes, the incorporation of land-use change and other human dimensions into Earth system 

models, biodiversity, integrated assessment tools and, more recently, potential mitigation and 

adaptation options and strategies for environmental change. 


