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Dr. James E. Hansen of NASA Goddard 
Institute for Space Studies Session – 
who himself will be co-chairing the 
congress’ session on air pollution – has 
repeatedly warned that the sea is likely 
to rise much more than 59 centimeters. 
Earlier this autumn, researchers from 
University of Colorado calculated how 
fast inland ice sheets could slide into 
the ocean and set an upper limit for 
sea level rise of two meters by 2100.
The latest assessment of sea level 
rise comes from prof. Hans Joachim 
Schellnhuber, director of the Potsdam 
Institute for Climate Impact Research 
(PIK) and plenary speaker at the 
congress in March. His results, based 
on newer data than the IPCC report, 
shows that the seas will probably rise 
approximately one meter during this 
century.
Another session at the Congress 
where sea level change is a critical 
issue is session number 35, Adapting 
Coastal Zone and Marine Resources to 
Climate Change. As of 1 November, 
this session had received  31 submitted 
abstracts. 

See program and description of 
sessions at:

www.climatecongress.ku.dk/programme/

1400 abstracts
Full spectrum of climate science at 
congress

Nearly 1400 abstracts from researchers 
in more than 80 countries have been 

submitted to the congress ‘Climate 
Change: Global Risks, Challenges and 
Decisions’ in Copenhagen 10 – 12 
March 2009. The congress will provide 
a scienti�c basis for the political 
discussions on a new global agreement 
on climate change to follow the Kyoto 
Protocol.
The deadline for abstracts was 1 
November, but the organizers still 
expect a small number of abstracts 
to be submitted directly to session 
chairs.
The papers are divided among 57 
sessions covering the  full spectrum 
of climate change science, including 
the current understanding of 
the technological possibilities for 
mitigating climate change, how our 
own society will be affected and how 
we can adapt to the climate changes 
that are now inevitable. 
”The very broad range of issues 
these papers address, shows that 
climate research is stepping up to the 
challenge. Climate change affects all 
parts of societies in all parts of the 
world. We are happy to see that this 
is mirrored in climate science at the 
congress”, says Katherine Richardson, 
chair of the Scienti�c Steering 
Committee.

Early Bird Special still open
Due to server problems the deadline 
for early registration at reduced price 
to the congress ‘Climate Change: 
Global Risks, Challenges and Decisions’ 
in Copenhagen 10 – 12 March 2009 

has been postponed until Monday 17 
November. If you register before that 
date you will get a 200€ discount on 
the registration fee bringing it down 
to 475€.

Register at:
www.climatecongress.ku.dk/registration/

Sponsors’ corner: 
Potential for Greenhouse 
Gas Reductions in Offshore 
Oil and Gas Production

Danish oil company looks for ways 
to use energy more ef�ciently in off-
shore drilling

As a large number of the world’s oil and 
gas �elds are growing older and losing 
production capacity, oil companies 
are faced with the challenge of 
improving ef�ciency in installations 
that were built for higher production 
capacity than what is required today. 
The Danish company, Maersk Oil, is 
the main operator in offshore oil and 
gas production in the Danish sector 
of the North Sea. They are currently 
putting the �nishing touches on a 
report for the Danish Government 
analyzing the potential for enhancing 
energy ef�ciency in offshore oil and 
gas activities. Senior Vice President 
Michael Engell-Jensen says that the 
aim is to identify areas where the 
smarter use of existing installations as 
well as new technology can increase 
energy ef�ciency in offshore oil and 
gas production.

“Two neighboring installations for 
example might be able to share the 
same power source. There is also 
the potential of reducing the �aring 
of gas. Perhaps not so much in the 
North Sea as in other parts of the 
world. However, even in the North 
Sea, opportunities may arise for using 
new equipment to reduce �aring even 
further. We shouldn’t forget that 
gas �aring worldwide in 2006 still 
contributed 400 million tons of CO2 
into the atmosphere,” according to 
Michael Engell-Jensen.

Maersk Oil is one of nine star sponsors 
for the Climate Change Congress 
hosted by the International Alliance 
of Research Universities (IARU) in 
Copenhagen in March. The company 
has set a priority to monitor and support 
climate science, which is crucial to the 
development of their areas of business 
in the coming decades.

“We need science to be able to assess, 
for example, when the technology for 
Carbon Capture and Storage will be 
mature. We want to be at the starting 
line, we want to be ready when it 
happens, and I have no doubt that 
it will. As a company and as citizens 
of the world, we need to be prepared 
for it. This is why we follow climate 
science so closely”, says Michael 
Engell-Jensen.

Read more about Maersk Oil at:
http://www.maerskoil.com/en

Plenary Speakers

Dr. Rajendra K. Pachauri,  
Chairman of the IPCC

Mr. José Manuel Barroso,  
President of the European Commission 

Prof. Lord Nicholas Stern 
London School of Economics (LSE)

Mr. Anders Fogh Rasmussen,  
Danish Prime Minister 

Mrs. Connie Hedegaard, Danish Minister 
of Climate & Energy

Mr. Helge Sander, Danish Minister of 
Science, Technology & Innovation

Prof. Dan Kammen, University of 
California – Berkeley

Prof. Amanda Lynch, Monash University

Prof. Diana Liverman, Oxford University

Prof. Nebojsa Nakicenovic,  
The International Institute for Applied 
Systems Analysis (IIASA)

Prof. William D. Nordhaus,  
Yale University

Dr. Balgis Osman-Elasha,  
Higher Council for Environment & Natural 
Resources (HCENR), Sudan

Prof. Stefan Rahmstorf,  
Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research

Prof. Katherine Richardson, 
University of Copenhagen

Prof. John Schellnhuber, Potsdam Institute 
for Climate Impact Research

More speakers at:  
www.climatecongress.ku.dk/speakers
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