


later in 2009 will host the crucial
United Nations Conference on Climate
Change, COP15.

The Danish Prime Minister, Anders Fogh
Rasmussen, the Minister for Climate
and Energy, Connie Hedegaard and
the Minister for Science, Helge Sander,
will all speak at the congress in March.
The Government will hand over a
synthesis of the conclusions from the
scientific congress to the participants
of the UN climate summit. This makes
the congress a unique opportunity for
scientists to deliver their input to the
political process and later towards a
new international agreement to fight
climate change.

"The IARU International Scientific
Congress on Climate Change will be
a pivotal event that will contribute
a scientifically sound foundation to
the political decisions to be made at
COP-15," says Danish Prime Minister
Anders Fogh Rasmussen.

See all the plenary speakers and
session chairs at:
www.climatecongress.ku.dk/speakers/

Number of abstracts soars

Abstracts from more than 60 countries

Plenary Speakers

have been submitted and more are
coming. The climate change congress
is set to be one of the largest and most
international = scientific events ever
covering climate change.

Scientists from close to 70 countries
have so far submitted abstracts to
the congress ‘Climate Change, Global
Risks, Challenges and Decisions’. With
over 700 abstracts so far, the congress,
which takes place on 10 — 12 March
2009 in Copenhagen, is already set
to be one of the biggest and most
extensive meetings on climate change
ever to take place.

“We are happy to see a strong
contribution from Europe and the
United States, butl’'m personally thrilled
to see that we have got abstracts from
such diverse countries as Bangladesh
and Uganda,” says Katherine
Richardson, chair of the Scientific
Steering Committee responsible for
the congress programme.

The abstracts received so far promise
great diversity in the programme, and —
perhaps a bit surprisingly for a climate
congress — a strong representation
from the social sciences.

"It shows that climate change is just
as much about societies as it is about
atmosphere and earth sciences. But

it also shows that we really need a
congress like this, where scientists from
diverse research fields get a chance
to meet and discuss what we know
and what we can do about climate
change”, says Katherine Richardson.

Sponsors’ corner:
Sponsors  show  Danish
solutions to climate change

The sponsors of the climate change
congress show the diverse Danish
energy and green tech industry.

From world-leading windmill producer,
Vestas, to the oil company, Maersk
Qil, and the consultancy firm, COWI,
the sponsors of the climate congress
represent a cross-section of Danish
industry, with one important feature
in common. They all want to be a part
of the solution to climate change.

"We are very happy with our group of
sponsors. Their willingness to support
the congress shows that industry sees
the importance of science as a leading
factor in combating climate change,”
says Torben Timmermann, head of
the Climate Office at University of
Copenhagen, who is handling the
practical organisation of the congress.

INTERNATIONAL ALLIANCE OF
RESEARCH UNIVERSITIES

Companies like enzyme-maker
Novozymes, insulation manufacturer
Rockwool, window and glass makers
Velux and energy provider DONG
Energy all have products in their
portfolio that could make a substantial
reduction in emissions of greenhouse
gases tomorrow, if they were applied
more widely. The Confederation of
Danish Industry and the Danish Climate
Consortium — a joint venture between
the Danish government and five major
business organisations — round off the
sponsor group with a wish to promote
Danish climate solutions.

Torben  Timmermann  emphasizes
the strength in having sponsors for
a scientific congress that are also
knowledge-based companies.

"We want their knowledge to be
present at the congress too, and we
encourage them to send in abstracts.
We want everyone out there who has
something to say to come here and
say it. That goes for sponsors, other
areas of industry and NGOs as well.
We want it on the table so we can
discuss it”, says Torben Timmermann.

A full list of sponsors can be seen at
www.climatecongress.ku.dk
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Preliminary Congress Programme

10 March

Theme 1
Exploring the Risks:
Understanding Climate Change

Theme 2
Sharing the Burdens and Opportunities:
Equity Issues

Dr. Balgis Osman-Elasha, Higher Council
for Environment & Natural Resources
(HCENR), Sudan

www.climatecongress.ku.dk/speakers

11 March

Theme 3
Reducing the Risks of Climate Change:
Opportunities for Mitigation

12 March

Theme 4
Preparing for Impacts:
Adapting to the Inevitable

Theme 6
Mobilising the Populace:
Human Dimensions of Climate Change

Theme 5
Managing the Planet
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