


ally drawn the attention of the media
and the word is spreading fast”, says
Lykke Friis, Prorector at University of
Copenhagen.

"We always expected the written
press to come, and indeed the top
tier newspapers, magazines and wires
have registered, but we are actually
positively surprised at the amount of
interest we are receiving from televi-
sion networks around the globe”, she
says.

Sponsors’ Corner:

Let in the light

Almost all the Earth’s energy ultimate-
ly comes from the Sun. But we do not
need photovoltaic solar panels or en-

ergy crops to use the Suns energy in
order to save energy and thus limiting
emission of greenhouse gases.

Just letting in the light can give large
cuts in energy consumption, shows
analysis from Danish window makers
VELUX.

By adding more windows and placing
them at strategic locations to allow for
solar heat gain, the need for electri-
cal lighting can be cut dramatically,
says Per Arnold Andersen, Manager of
Daylight, Energy and Indoor Climate
at VELUX:

"Enormous changes can be made with
little effort — more daylight in rooms
means cuts can be made in energy for
lighting. In a sitting room alone, 100
kWh/year can be saved by using more

daylight”, he says.

That means better use of daylight could
produce an estimated 2-300 kWh/year
for a whole house. By general conven-
tion, 1 kWh corresponds to about 500
gram CO2 from electricity production.
In terms of Europe as a whole, better
use of daylight alone in its 150 million
households means a saving of 1.5 mil-
lion tons of CO2 every year.

Increased natural light in homes and
offices has other benefits as well, Per
Arnold Andersen adds.

"Numerous studies have shown that
daylight has a positive effect on health,
productivity, children’s learning abil-
ity and general well-being. Similarly,
fresh air through natural ventilation is
essential to creating a healthy indoor
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climate”, he says.

VELUX is partner in the Green Light-
house Project at University of Copen-
hagen showcasing some of the newest
technologies in creating energy-effi-
cient houses. (www.greenlighthouse.
ku.dk/english/)
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