










Session 57 Chairs Prof. Karen O’Brien & Prof. Thomas Heyd

Prof. Thomas Heyd

Prof. Karen O’Brien

Cultures, Values and World Perspectives as Factors in Responding to Climate Change
This session addresses climate change from the perspectives of individual and societal values, cultures and worldviews. This session 
will draw attention to a wide range of issues, including psychological, ethical, and anthropological perspectives on climate change, 
which are critical to understanding the behavioural and systematic responses that can potentially contribute to both mitigation and 
adaptation. 
We are particularly interested in determining to what extent values, cultures and worldviews interact with other factors, such as 
those described by the biophysical sciences. We hope to identify contributions from the social sciences and the humanities that 
significantly enhance understanding of the factors that influence vulnerability and resilience, and that broaden discussions and 
debates about global risks, challenges, and decisions related to climate change.
Abstracts describing original research into topics relevant to the themes being treated at the Congress are invited. 

Thomas Heyd is a specialist in Environment and Philosophy. He also writes on Aesthetics and 
Modern European History of Philosophy. His present research interest is on the cultural dimensions 
of climate change, with a particular interest in assembling European research initiatives on this 
phenomenon. He has published widely in environmental philosophy, ethics and aesthetics. 
His books include Encountering Nature: Toward an Environmental Culture (Ashgate Publishing, 
2007), Recognizing the Autonomy of Nature (Columbia University Press, October 2005), Analyse 
der Bedingungen für die Transformation von Umweltbewusstsein in Umweltschonendes Verhalten 
(Bonn: Ministry of the Environment, Germany, 1996; co-author with W. Schluchter, G. Dahm, U. Elger, 
E. Holzer), and Aesthetics and Rock Art (co-editor with John Clegg, Ashgate, May 2005). He teaches 
in philosophy and environmental studies at the University of Victoria, British Columbia, Canada. 
e-mail: heydt@uvic.ca; website: http://web.uvic.ca/~heydt/.

Karen O’Brien is a Prof. of human geography in the Department of Sociology and Human Geography 
at the University of Oslo, Norway. She is also Chair of the IHDP Project on Global Environmental 
Change and Human Security (GECHS).  She is interested in how global change processes influence 
human security, as well as in understanding adaptation to climate change as a social process. She 
is particularly interested in how responses to climate change are influenced by values, worldviews, 
and beliefs.  Her past research has focused on deforestation and climate change in southern Mexico; 
climate variability and the use of seasonal forecasts in southern Africa; trade liberalization and 
climate change in India; and climate change adaptation as a social process in Norway. She was a 
Lead Author of the adaptation chapter for the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
Fourth Assessment Report. Her publications include articles in journals such as Climatic Change, Global Environmental Change, 
Mitigation and Adaptation Strategies for Global Change, Climate Policy, Ambio, and the Annals of the Association of American 
Geographers, as well as several books. She has recently published a book with Robin Leichenko on “Environmental Change and 
Globalization: Double Exposures” (Oxford University Press, 2008). 



Session 58 Chair Dr Katrine Krogh Andersen

Dr Katrine Krogh Andersen

National and Regional Development of Mitigation Policies
Climate change is a global challenge and the response must be global, however global response is built up from national and 
regional contributions. Different actors have specific circumstances, challenges and opportunities for mitigating climate change. 
This session will give the opportunity to present and examine models and assessments supporting the development of national and 
regional policies, as well as research directly relevant for the development of climate change policies.

Katrine Krogh Andersen holds a PhD in geophysics from the University of Copenhagen. She has 
carried out research in climate modelling, ice core data analysis and statistics, and participated in 
Greenland ice core drillings. She is an associate professor at the Niels Bohr Institute, University of 
Copenhagen, and currently participates in the international climate change negotiations under the 
UNFCCC as senior advisor in the Danish Ministry of Climate and Energy.


